
OVERVIEW & SCRUTINY - CORPORATE & 
COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 
 

6 February 2020 

Present: Councillor Stephen Woodliffe (Chairman), Councillor George Cornah (Vice-
Chairman), Councillors Tom Ashton, Richard Austin BEM, Alan Bell, Anton Dani, 
Anne Dorrian, Deborah Evans, Neill Hastie, Jonathan Noble and Frank Pickett 
 
In attendance: Councillor Martin Howard (Portfolio Holder) and Councillor Paul Skinner  
 
Officers –  
Head of Regulatory Services and Senior Democratic Services Officer 
 
30   MINUTES 

 
The minutes of the previous meeting, held on the 16th January 2020 were agreed by the 
Committee and signed by the Chairman. 
 
31   APOLOGIES 

 
There were no apologies of absence received 
 
32   DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

 
Councillor Tom Ashton declared that he was a Member of another Authority and a 
Member of the Black Sluice Internal Drainage Board (Minute 34 refers) 
 
33   PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

 
None 
 
34   DRAFT BUDGET SETTING REPORT AND MEDIUM TERM FINANCIAL 

STRATEGY 2020/21 - 2024/25 - FOR CONSULTATION 
 

The Accountancy Manager - Revenues & Systems presented the Draft Budget Setting 
Report and Medium Term Financial Strategy 2020/21 -2024/25 and Members were 
asked to make comments to be fed back to Cabinet as part of the consultation prior to 
the budget’s approval at Full Council on 2 March 2020.  
 
The Portfolio Holder commented that, as in previous years, the budget had been 
balanced in difficult circumstances.   
 
In response to questions, it was explained that the Boston Town Area Committee 
(BTAC) had recommended an increase in its precept of 1.94%, but this had been 
rounded up and was shown in the report as 2%. 
 
Members commented that the increases proposed by the Police and County Council 
were quite significant and that the savings target depended on Government funding.  In 
particular, Members discussed the effect of the internal drainage board (IDB) precepts, 
which was included in the amount the council was able to increase council tax by before 
being capped.   
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A Member explained that other local authorities and IDBs in Lincolnshire and also 
nationally were coming together to lobby Government to have the IBD levy taken out of 
the calculation for the council tax cap.  Lincolnshire MPs were also on board with this 
and understood the challenges and this would be taken to Government once a new 
Minister was in place.  A significant amount of work had been carried out in the past 5 
years and a good case had been compiled.   
 
The Leader advised Members that separating the rates required primary legislation.   
 
In response to Members’ request for further information it was requested that a Member 
Briefing be held and the Chief Executives of the Borough’s two IDB be invited to address 
Members and this was agreed.  
 

Action: LB 
Arrange a Member Briefing as requested 

 
Members noted that the Council had received grants from Government not to increase 
council tax in previous years and that if the Council had increased council tax in those 
years it would have more money available now to help address the savings target.   
 
In response to questions, the Accountancy Manager - Revenues & Systems explained 
that the Council was working within the cap on council tax increase to avoid a 
referendum and that Cabinet had approved the report.  The maximum that council tax 
could be increased by without triggering a referendum was 3% or a minimum of £5. 
 
Some Members expressed concerns that families on low income were already 
struggling to pay council tax and other bills.  Council tax support only covered 75% of 
their bills.  It was felt that council tax should be kept as low as possible and that the 
Council should be exerting more pressure on Government.   
 
The Portfolio Holder said he would willingly agree not to increase council tax if it were 
possible; however, the proposal was to keep the increase as low as possible and he 
would work hard with officers to endeavour to ensure that the savings would not impact 
on services, but they needed time to do so. 
 
As for the suggestion of using reserves, as stated in the report, specific reserves were 
set up to provide funds for known future commitments or provide resources for 
unexpected events.  Given the risks and uncertainties facing both the local and national 
economy, the Council was committed to retaining robust levels of reserves, whilst 
ensuring resources were available to enable efficient service delivery.   
 
During debate, two main views were expressed. Some Members felt that the Council 
should consider increasing council tax as much as possible to safeguard council 
services and reassure Members that the challenge of the £850,000 savings target could 
be met. However, there was also a view that the increase should be as low as possible 
because of the impact on low-income families who were already struggling to pay 
increasing bills.  
 
Vote: 6 for, 5 against.  
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RESOLVED: That it be recommended to Cabinet that consideration be given to an 
increase in the Borough Council’s precept by closer to the maximum this year to 
help meet the challenges of 2021/22 and protect as many of the services that the 
public rely on and expect the council to deliver. 

 
[Councillor Richard Austin left the meeting at 8.30 pm] 
 
35   WORK PROGRAMME 

 
Members discussed the work programme. 
 

Action: AF 
1. Give consideration to a future agenda item on privately rented housing, the 

Lincolnshire Housing Partnership (LHP) and tenants. 
2. Invite representatives from the United Lincolnshire Hospitals NHS Trust (ULHT) 

regarding the provision of health care and quality of services at Pilgrim Hospital and 
include consideration of recent reports on children’s tooth decay in the Boston area. 

 
 
 
 
 

The Meeting Closed at 8.38 pm 
 


